
STRATEGIC NUCLEAR AND ENERGY BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 24 JUNE 2021 
 

Present: Councillors Sam Pollen, Deputy Chair in the Chair; David Banks, 
Gwynneth Everett, Joseph Ghayouba, David Moore, Steven Morgan and 
Felicity Wilson. 
 
Officers: Pat Graham (Chief Executive), Steve Smith (Nuclear Projects Manager), 
Robert Ward (Nuclear Sector Development Manager), Heather Morrison 
(Principal Planning Officer), Catherine Little (Nuclear Projects & Programmes 
Technical Support Officer) and  
Clive Willoughby (Democratic Services Officer). 
 
Also Present (via Teams): Hazel Blears, Steve Hardy, Davide Stronati,  
Luke Richardson and Adil Sarderdeen.  
 
 

SN 21/1 Appointment of Chair  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Sam Pollen, duly seconded and  
 
RESOLVED – that Councillor Steven Morgan be appointed Chair of the Strategic 
Nuclear and Energy Board for the 2021-22 municipal year. 
 
Councillor Morgan in the chair. 
 
 

SN 21/2 Apologies for Absence  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
 

SN 21/3 Declarations of Interest  
 
Councillors Joseph Ghayouba and Sam Pollen declared interests due to being 
employees of Sellafield Ltd. 
 
Councillors Dave Banks, Gwynneth Everett and Felicity Wilson declared interests 
due to being retired Nuclear employees and in receipt of Sellafield Ltd pensions. 
 
Councillor Steven Morgan declared an interest due to being a former director of 
Sellafield Ltd. 



Due to the number of declarations made, it was suggested that these 
declarations be valid for all meetings of the Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board 
for the remainder of the 2021-22 municipal year.  
 
 

SN 21/4 Minutes of the Meeting held on  29 April 2021  
 
Consideration was given to the Minutes of the meeting held on 29 April 2021.  
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 29 April 2021 be agreed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 

SN 21/5 Social Value at the NDA - Presentation by Hazel Blears  
 
The board received presentations via teams from Hazel Blears on Social Value at 
the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA). 
 
This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 
Hazel Blears was thanked for her presentation. 
 
RESOLVED – that the presentation be received. 
 
 

SN 21/6 Sustainability - Presentation by Davide Stronati & Steve Hardy  
 
The board received a presentation from Steve Hardy and Davide Stronati on 
Sustainability. 
 
This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 
Steve Hardy and Davide Stronati were thanked for their presentation. 
 
RESOLVED – that the presentation be received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SN 21/7 Programme and Project Partners (PPP) Social Value - Presentation by 
Luke Richardson & Adil Sardardeen  
 
The board received a presentation from Luke Richardson and Adil Sardardeen on 
Programme and Project Partners. 
 
This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 
Luke Richardson and Adil Sardardeen were thanked for their presentation. 
 
RESOLVED – that the presentation be received. 
 
 
At 4:05pm the meeting was adjourned. 
 
At 4:15pm the meeting resumed. 
 
 

SN 21/8 Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) Update  
 
The Nuclear Projects Manager introduced this item to the Board and provided 
an update on the Government’s search for a suitable site and willing community 
to host a GDF for the disposal of the UK’s higher activity radioactive waste, as 
described within the Government’s Working with Communities (WwC) policy. 
 
Members were provided with an update on the work of the Copeland Working 
Group and the latest work of the Committee on Radioactive Waste 
Management (CoRWM). 
The Board was also provided with a brief summary of the background, including 
the decision of Executive to open discussions with Radioactive Waste 
Management (RWM), with a view to establishing a Working Group in Copeland 
to explore any potential suitable sites for consideration as a location for a GDF, 
excluding those areas of the borough that lie within the Lake District National 
Park boundary but potentially including the ‘in-shore area’ of the coast of 
Copeland.  
 
Members were reminded that the Council’s engagement at the Working Group 
stage did not presuppose support for a GDF in Copeland. According to the WwC 
process, any future decision on this matter would be subject to a future Test of 
Public Support (ToPS) much later in the process.   
 



Further updates were then provided on the three sub-groups of the Working 
Group, being Communications, looking at a proposed search area and 
Community Partnership. 
The process of developing a Community Partnership Agreement was then 
outlined and members were asked for their input and any suggestions for 
conditions they would like to see in principle included in any such agreement.  
Members were advised that the deadline for feeding back comments to RWM 
was 2nd July 2021. 
 
During the discussion that followed, Members expressed their concerns that 
anyone could express an interest in hosting a GDF and put a site forward. This 
has caused much concern within the local community in those areas. 
In reply, members were advised that the process being used was laid down by 
the UK Government. 
It was also noted that whatever the final decision might be, Copeland was 
involved as the nuclear waste was already in the borough. 
 
RESOLVED – that 

a) the current position in relation to the Government’s search for a 
suitable site and willing community to host a GDF and specifically the 
latest work of the Copeland Working Group be noted, 

b) Members consider any specific conditions emanating from their  
consideration of the ‘Developing a Community Partnership Agreement’ as 
recommendations to Executive for inclusion within such an Agreement, 
should a decision to form a Community Partnership to be taken in the 
future, following the conclusion of the Copeland Working Group’s work 
programme and these be forwarded to the Nuclear Sector Development 
Manager by close of play on Monday 28th June 2021.  

c) the recent publications from the Committee on Radioactive Waste 
           Management (CoRWM), specifically a new position paper on 
           policy, legal and regulatory issues for a GDF and the Committee’s  
           work programme for 2021 be noted. 

d) the headline positions of GDF proposals being developed in  
Sweden, Finland and Canada be noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SN 21/9 Spherical Tokamak for Energy Production (STEP) Siting Process Update  
 
The Nuclear Sector Development Manager provided the Board with an update 
on the siting process launched by the UK Atomic Energy Authority in late 2020 to 
identify a site for the development of a future Fusion facility, known as Spherical 
Tokamak for Energy Production (STEP). 
Members were advised that in March 2021, the Cumbria LEP in partnership with 
Copeland BC nominated the Moorside site into this process. Following an initial 
assessment for compliance with the key entry criteria, UKAEA has published the 
long list of 15 nominated sites, including Moorside. 
 
During the discussion that followed it was stated that a lot of support across the 
industry had been received and it was felt that now was the time to start 
lobbying to get this site taken forward. 
 
RESOLVED – that the update on the Spherical Tokamak for Energy Production 
(STEP) Siting Process be noted. 
 
 

SN 21/10 Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board Forward Plan  
 
The Nuclear Sector Development Manager provided an update on the Strategic 
Nuclear and Energy Board (SNEB) Forward Plan.  
 
Members were asked if they had any further topics they wished to add and if so 
they be passed to the Nuclear Sector Development Manager. 
 
RESOLVED – that Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board (SNEB) Forward Plan 
Update be noted. 
 
 

SN 21/11 Exempt Information  
 
Consideration was given to a motion proposing that the remainder of the 
meeting be held in private.  
 
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded for the remaining items of 
business in view of the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 3 of schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SN 21/12 Planning Update  
 
The Principal Planning Officer provided the Board with an update of 
developments at Sellafield Limited. 
 
RESOLVED:- That the Update be noted. 
 
 

SN 21/13 Date and Time of Next Meeting  
 
The next meeting of the Strategic Nuclear and Energy Board will be held on 
Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 2:00pm in The Atrium, The Copeland Centre, 
Whitehaven. 
 

 
The Meeting closed at 5.40 pm  
 

Chair 


